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Remember now thy Creator in the Days 
: of thy Youth, while the evil Days 
Come not, nor the Years draw nigh, 
when thou ſhalt ſay, I have na Pleas 
ſure in them. | 
OT long fince, the Providence of 


JT God, by taking away from among us 
a very young * Perſon, and bringing 


EV: gov 


O young Man, in thy Youth, and let thine Heart 
chear thee in the Days of thy Youth, and walk in the 


Ways of thy Heart, and in the Sight of thine Eyes: 


but know thou, that for all theſe Things God will 
bring thee into Fudgment. What if now I ſhould 
take Occaſion, from the late Deceaſe of a much 


near Relation to, and who was for ſeveral Years in 


Communion with us here, to explain and apply 
theſe other Words of the Viſe Man, which con- 


tain, firſt, another Call or Exhortation to young Per- 
Tons, and then an affecting Deſcription of old Age. 


Some have wiſhed that I had ſpoken from this Text 


— Mr. Fohn Harper, Fs 
& 2 . - ũ 1 


1 ſome others to the Brink of the Pit, | 
| led me to explain and apply that a- 
wWakening Call in the foregoing Chapter. Reęjoice, 


elder Perſon, one whom ſeveral of you ſtood in a 


* 
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not be improper to follow the Direction of Pro- 
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ide againſt Ol Age, 


- 


ſoon after the other, and hat Joined the two Diſ- 


courſes together. But ' tho* I did not apprehend 
the: Neceſſity of handling this Subject hen, it may 


vidence in doing it now. Several late Strokes of 
the Hand of God, have given us Inftane=s'nt the 
Uncertainty of human Life, which it becomes 
every one yet living to lay to Heart. All are not to 


reach what in theſe Times we call Old Age, Who 


are, and who are not, deſigned for it, the Omniſcient 
God alone knows; who therefore foreſees when and 


bos each of us is to leave this World, ' becauſe the 


Limits of every Man's Life, and the Circumſtances 


of his dying are already fixed by his ſovereign 


uncontroulable Pleaſure. Whether Old Age is or is 


not to be the Lot of us who are yet young, it is 


our higheſt Intereſt and immediate Duty to be 
providing againſt it, and getting ready for our 
great Change, by thinking ſeriouſly of our Concern 
zwith God, and Duty to him, for ſo ſays the Text: 

Remember now thy Creator in the Days of thy Youth, 


while the evil Days come not, nor the Years draw 


nigh, when thou ſhalt ſay, I have' no Pleaſure in : 


ä 


I begin with explaining the former Part of the 
Words, which is a Call or Exhortation to young 
Perſons. Let us obſerve, - 5 55 


I. The Duty it ſelf recommended. 
II. The Ground of it in = natural Relation 


between God and us, as we are his Creatures, and 
he our Creator, 


III. The Neceſlity of every young Perſon's at- 


tending to this Call, and engaging in this Duty 
betimes, without Delay; Remember now thy Crea- 
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3 1 The Duty here recommended to young Per- 


ſons is to remember God. Remember thy Creator, 
ſays the Wiſe Man, as ſpeaking to every young 
Perſon in particular. The God of Nature has wiſe- 


ly and wonderfully formed the Soul of Man with 


a remembring Faculty. He has made every one of 
us capable not only of knowing himſelf with many 
other Objects, but of recollecting what we have 
any way learnt, or calling to Mind again and a- 


| gain ſuch Things as we have gained the Know- 
"WW 


dge of. As we can treaſure up Notions in our 


Minds, ſo we are not unable to · bring them forth 


upon Occaſion, and review ſome or other of our 
Ideas whenever we will. Tho' many will com- 
plain of the Weakneſs and Treacherouſneſs of their 


Memories, particularly in Regard to Divine Things, | 


or ſuch Matters as it chiefly concerns them to re- 
member, they are however conſcious to ſomewhat 


of this wonderful Power in themſelves, without 


a. 


which we could not be ſo capable of either Happineſs 


or Miſery as we really are. For it contributes not 


a a little towards the Happineſs of Saints departed, 


and the Miſery of thoſe unjuſt Souls who are re- 


ſerved, as in a Priſon, unto the Day of Judgment, 


to be further puniſhed than at - preſent, that they 
are Capable, as rational Beings, of -anticipating 
what is future, and reconſidering what is paſt. 
Aſtoniſhing and extraordinary has been the Strength 
of the Memories of ſome, both good and bad Per- 
ſons. Theodectes the Sophiſt, and Artaxerxes one 
of the Medo-Perſian Emperors, had each of them, 


for the Strength and Retentiveneſs of his Memory, 


the Title of“ Myemon. Pliny relates of one Char- 
midas, that he forgot nothing he had ever read in 


any of the many Books he converſed with; and a 


Roman Hiſtorian relates ſomewhat yet more ſur- 


Mindful. or remembring. IN 


prizing 
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rizing of the Emperor Adrian, that he 80 
— whatever he had either read ety 
Some have got by heart, and retained in their Minds, 
the whole Greek Teſtament 5 nay, ſome have 
had the whole Scripture in their Minds, ſo as to be 
able to repeat any Portions of it, verbatim, when- 


ever deſired. O, fays the fincere but too forget- 


ful Chriſtian, on hearing ſuch Inſtances as theſe, 


that T could ſo remember the Word and Things 


of God ! Alas, my Memory is deceitful, as well as 


my Heart naught and treacherous! I would know 


the Things of God better, and remember much 
more of the Sermons I hear, and the good Books 


I converſe with; but what Reaſon have I to com- 


plain againſt my ſelf in all theſe Reſpects. Let 
not ſuch ſincere Souls be diſcouraged for the want 


of Knowledge, and the Proneneſs to forget, which 


they are ſo feelingly ſenſible of, and grieved for. 
What they do know and can remember of the 


Word of God may be, and ſhall be, ſufficient, by 


the Bleſſing of God, to lead them on in the good 
and the right Way, until they: reach that hap 
World in which their natural Powers ſhall be ea 
of them greatly improved, in which they ſhall 


know and remember Divine Things to complete 


everlaſting Satisfaction. A Preparedneſs for that 
future — of Perfection, begins with a practical 


Regard to the Call of the Text; which as it pre- 4 


ſuppoſes ſome good Knowledge of God, ſo it is 


x an entertaining ſuch ſerious Thoughts of God, as 


are ſuitable fo his Greatneſs and Goodneſs, with the 
Creature's Relations to him, Dependance on him, 
and Fall-from him by Sin. 


I. It preſuppoſes ſome good Knowledge of the 
Things of God; an affecting abiding Senſe of God 
on cite Mind. That God zs, all will acknowledge 


What he is, the wiſeſt and beſt Men do but im- 
perfect Y : 


KS, 
0 


| perſectiy know. Canſt ibou by ſearching find out 
© God? Canſt thou know the Almighty, the infinitely 


In, . zg: In. ü. 44. 


and to prepare for Death. + 7 
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erfect One, 10 Perfection? However ſome Know- 
1 of God, as making himſelf known in and 
by his Word, is ſo important, that the Whole of 
Practical Religion is oft deſcribed by it; and the 
everlaſting Bleſſedneſs of Men is made to depend 
on it. Of Eli's wicked Sons this Account is given, 
that they were Sons of Belial, they knew” wot the 


Lord +. Thoſe Tools of Priefts could not have 


behaved it with ſuch a Diſregard of their Duty, 
and in ſo careleſs and wicked a Manner, if 

had rightly known the Lord, whoſe Miniſters they 
profeſſed to be, if they had not wanted a due 
Senſe and Awe o upon their Minds, The 
Lord Feſus + will be revealed from Heaven in flam+ 
ing Fire, taking Vengeance on all ſuch as know 
not God, and obey not the Goſpel : But this is Life 


Eternal, ſaid Chriſt, 10 know thee the only true Cad, 


and Feſus Chriſt whom thou haſt ſent l. Not that 
a meer notional Knowledge can be ſufficient z Men 
with an abundance of Notions in their Heads, may 


continue regardleſs of God and their Duty, What 


doth it profit, my Brethren, tho" a Man ſay be hath 


Works, can ſuch a Faith, as does not produce good 


Works, and ſuch a Knowledge as does not work 
the Heart to Love and Obedience, ſave him? & But 


tho Knowledge is not ſufficient, tis abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary; the prc 44 
for Lack of Knowledge. Without ſome good Senſe 


profeſſing People of God may periſh 
of God abiding on the Mind, the Heart cannot be 
good, neither can there be ſuch a ſerious practical 
Remembrance of God as is exhorted to in the 
Text. In order to this remembring God, we muſt 


' 


* 
- 


Job xi. 7: +1 Sam. fi. 12. f 2 Theſſ. i. 7, 8. 
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ſtruck dumb if unwilling to ſpeak F God, to p 
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'Fnotw him, and that not only as he is tbe God of 

Nature, but as he is in Chriſt,” reconciling the 

World to o himſelf; for as a well Known Diſtich 
it; 


8; Chr fun 155 i ſatis oft PE is neſets + 
1 n dis es. nibil eſt fi cetera _ "7 


4 


If you now'Ohrift” i. tis Seng tho? you 
are ignorant of other Things: : If you are ignorant 


of Chriſt, all your Knowledge of other Things 


Lignifies nothing. 
. e temen ber God is to think of him * 


1 Seriouſneſs and Complacencey. Some, and *tis 
to be feared many, care not how ſeldom and how 
little they think of God : a fad Inſtance this of the 


Atheiſtical S irit of the fallen Creature! The 
Wicked thro* Pride, and Ignorance, will not 


feet after God, God is not in all bis Thoughts. * But 


ſinee our thinking and conſidering Powers are from 


God, they ought; without Doubt, to be devoted 


10 him. We ſhould honour God, as by begin- 
ning early to acquaint our ſelves with him, + ſo by 
chuling to entertain frequent ſerious Thoughts of 


him, What he is in himſelf, and what he is with 


Regard to the Creature. As- we deſerve to To 


d him, to ſpeak for bim, in Vindication o his 
Truths and Ways; on Occaſion ;' fo we are un- 
worthy of the noble Powers of Thought and Re- 
fle&ion, and deſerve to be for ever deprived of 
them, if unwilling to think of the Things of God; 
and if we have no Heart to do this often: with 
Seriouſneſs and Delight. The Pfalmiſt could Pro- 
feſs that he remembred God on bis. Bed, and medi- 
ow on him in the  Night-Warches. Nays. he 
2 pl. x. 4. 1 Job? Kuli. 1. 1 al "Letii.- 8: 
87 | could 
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add to prepare for Death... © g 
could ſay, How precious are thy Thoughts unto me, 
O God : how great is the Sum of them ? If T1 ſhould 
count them, they are more in Number than the Sand, 
oben I awake, Jam ſtill with thee*, The truly good 

Man could willingly, begin, ſpend, and conclude 
every Day with God. O, ſays he, that I could 
live in the daily perpetual Admirations of God, his 
Greatneſs in himſelf, and the Condeſcenſions of 
his Grace towards worthleſs Creatures. How often 
do ſerious Chriſtians complain of the unclean, the 
proud, the worldly, the unthankful, the atheiſtical 
and Helliſp Thoughts that croud into their Minds, 
mingle with their religious Services, and interrupt 
their delightful Communion with God-: what 
would they give if they could keep their Minds 
conſtantly clear of theſe wicked Thoughts, which 
they abhor and loath themſelves for in the Sight of 

God ? Let young People, and indeed all, beware 
of ſuffering any Thoughts of this Kind to lodge 
in their Hearts. Inſtead of giving Entertainment 
to unclean Thoughts, or proud Thoughts, or cove- 
tous Thoughts, or revengeful Thoughts, or athe- 
 #fical Thoughts, or any Kind of evil ungodly 
Thoughts, chuſe to entertain and habituate your 
Minds to ſerious delightful admiring Thoughts of 
God, according to the Notices and Diſcoveries 
which his Works and Word giye-us of him. _ 


3. To remember God is to confider our Fall 
from him by Sin, with an ingenuous Concern to 
ſecure an Intereſt in his ſaving Mercy, and to re- 
turn. to him with our whole Hearts ; to imitate 
the Words of the Prophet Hoſea : O young Per- 
fon, ſo think of God as to be concerned in good 
earneſt to return to him, for thou haſt fallen from 
him by thine Iniquity, + Take with you Words, 
and return to the Lord, ſay unto him, Take away 


1 | 
Pal. cxxxix. 17, 18. + Hoſ. xiv, 1, 2. 
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all Iniquity, and receive us graciouſly, ſo ſhall we 
render to thee deſerved Praiſes, and perpetual 
Thankſgivings for thy great Mercies towards us. 
This God promiſed to his People Jrael, when for 
their Sins ſcattered through the Countries, that 
they ſhould ſo remember him in thoſe diſtant 
Lands, as to loath themſelves for all the Abomi- 
nations they had committed. I will leave a Rem- 
nant.— And they that eſcape of you, ſhall remember 
me among the Nations, whether they ſhall be carried 
Captives, becauſe I am broken a th their whoriſh 
Heart which hath departed from me, — and they ſball 
loaib themſelves for the Evils which they have committed 
in all their Abominations x. The People of God, like 
thoſe there pointed at, are a Remnant, a ſmall Num- 
ber, in every Age, whom the Grace of God ſets 
apart for himſelf, and will by no Means loſe. 
Providence therefore takes care to prevent their 
being cut down by Death while they are uncon- 
verted. At length having, it may be, efcaped 
ſeveral Deaths, they are brought to remember God 
and loath themſelves for the many Evils they have 
done, in his Sight and, againſt him. Now has 
Divine Grace done this for you and me? Have 
we been led by the Word of God, and held, as 
it were, by the Hand of God to ſuch ſerious ſelf 
abaſing Thoughts of God, ad our many Sinnings 
_ againſt him? 
4. To remember God is to Truſt in Fug ant 
Wait onebim' for the Accompliſhment of his Promiſes. 
They who know God's Nature, as the Pſalmiſt 
fays, will put their Truſt in him T. Whereas 
Cod has proclaimed his Name to be, the Lord, 
the Lord God, gracious and merciful, 2 g ſuffering, 
abundant in Goodneſs and Truth ||, a Conſideration 
and Remembrance of this Name of his, tends to 
* Ezek. vi. 8, 9. + Pfal. ix. 10. 
|| Exod. xxxiv. 6. 7 
raiſe - 
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and to prepare for Death, 11 
raiſe and encourage the Hopes of PRs whom 
Convictions of Sin have made afraid of divine Ven- 
eance. What can effectually check the deſponding 
T houghts of ſuch, and encourage them to wait at the 
Feet ef God for Salvation, but ſerious ſteady Con- 
ſiderations of the ſoveraign Freeneſs, and exceed- 
ing Riches of his Grace and Mercy? That to re- 
member God (conſidering him as one who has de- 
termined to diſplay the exceeding Riches of his Grace 
towards ſinful Creatures) is to truſt in bim as 4 
Saviour, and to wait on him for the Diſplays of his 
ſaving Mercy, we find in that of the Pſalmiſt, 
Some truſt in Chariots, and ſome in Horſes, but ue 
will remember the Name of the Lord our God *. As 
ſome People when threatned by Enemies, ſeek to 
defend themſelves and ward off the Blow by their 
own military Preparations and Strength, without dul 
acknowledging the Providence of ( God, and hum- 
bly waiting on him, without whom there is no 
King ſaved 27 the Multitude of an Hoſt, and an Horſe 
is a vain Thing for Safety ; ſo ſome convinced 
awakned Sinners, not duly ſenſible of or conſidering 
the Perfection of God's eternal Law, the Rigour of 
of his Juſtice, - and their own Corruption and 
Weakneſs, go about to eftabliſh à Righteouſneſs of 
their own, without ſubmitting to the Righteouſneſs 
of God: They hope and ſeek to attain Salvation 
by doing better than they have done: They endea- 
vour thus to make their Peace with God, without | 
juſt Conceptions of, and a due Regard to? the free 
rich Grace of God, and the Satisfaction of his Son, 
on which the whole Salvation of a Sinner depend- 
eth: but, ſays the Church, we will remember the 
; Name of the Lord our God, ſo as to truſt in him, 
and continũe humbly depending and waiting on 
him, for the Accompliſhment of his gracious Pro- 
miſes in our full and final Salvation. 
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5. To remember God is to conſider what Bleſſings 
ns Mercies he has vouchſafed us, and to be of a 

ateful Spirit towards him.” Since God is a better 
Friend than the Creatures ean be, and has done 
great Things for us, we ſhould think of him with 
continual Thoughts of Love and Thantfulneſs. This 
Goodneſs of his, as well as an Hearing of his Threat- 
nings, and Reports of his Judgments, ſhould lead 
us to Repentance, and make us unwilling to forget, 
or neglect our Duty to, ſo generous and bountiful 
a Benefactor. How unworthy ſoever we are of the 
leaſt of his Mercies ; we ſhould not be unthankful 
for them; or unconcerned to render to God ac- 
cording to what we receive from him; for rue 
Thankfulneſs is no other than a fixed Concern not to 
omit our Duty to ſo good a God, but to love and 
ſerve him for all his Benefits towards us. Of King 


Foaſh it is recorded, that he remembred not the Kindneſs 


eobich good Fehoidah had done to him, but flew his 
Son, who, when he died, ſaid, the Lord look upon it 
and require it *, Do you not read and hear ſuch a 
Paſſage, with a warm Indignation againſt the baſe 
ungrateful Man, unthankful at once to God, and his 
Servant Feho:adab in that, tho* under Reſtraints 
during the Life of the good High-Prieſt, after his 
Death he could forget the God of his Fathers, and 
to all his other wickedneſs, add this, of put- 
585 to Death his kind faithful Reprover ? But *tis 
a baſer Forgetfulneſs of our greateſt Benefactor that 
we are guilty of, if we don't love God for his paſt 
Mercies towards us, and if we are not unwillin 
to forget our Duty to him, becauſe his Providence 
has been ſo careful and mindful of us. O the Un- 
kindneſs, the Ingratitude, the Contempt of God, 
and Rebellion againſt him, that I, vile worthleſs 
Wretch, have been guilty of! ſays every Prodigal 
when he comes to himſelf ; every Sinner whoſe 


* 2 Chroy, xxiv. 22. 
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Heart the Lord effectually touches, fo as to incline 
him now to ſerve God, not for Fear of Hell only, 
but becauſe he is ſo glorious in himſelf, and becauſe 
he has found God to be ſo good to him. To re- 
member God is to think of him with Thoughts of 
Love and Thankfulneſs. > 85 
6. To remember God, is to make Mention of his 
Name, to pay the Acknowledgments, private and 
publick, that are due to him, and from a Conſci- 
ence of Duty to attend on his Ordinances. It is 
to ſpeak honourably of God, and for bim as there 
is Occaſion : It is to pray to him for what we want, 
and praiſe him for what we receive: It is to culti- 
vate an Acquaintance and Correſpondence with him, 
by ſecret humble Addreſſes to him, as well as to 
keep converſing with his Word, and attending on 
the ſeveral Means of Salvation appointed by him. 
As God is faid to remember * his Servants when he 
diſcovers, ſome Way or other, his kind Remem- 
brance of them; and to be mindful of his Cove- 
nant with them, when he deals mercifully with them 
according to his Promiſes ; ſo we may be ſaid not 
to forget God, but to remember him, when we, in 
a due Manner, acknowledge what he is and does ; 
when we are concerned to render to him the Ho- 
nours due to his Name; and are either, careful to 
attend on his Ordinances, in the returning Seaſons 
of them, or lament the Want of them, and hunger 
and thirſt after them. So did the good Pſalmiſt, 
he could ſay, I have remembred thy Name, O Lord, 
in the Night, I have not failed to pray to thee,, 
and long after thy gracious Preſence in Times of 
Trouble, and have kept thy Law. As a Hart pant- 
eth after the Water Brooks 4, ſo his Soul, when 
baniſhed to a Diſtance from the Houſe of God, 
panted after renewed Opportunities .of attending 
* Genef. viii. 1. 4 Pfal, cxi. c. Pſal. exix. 55+ 
F » 
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and ——_ there. When the People of God- 


were in Babylon, they could not but remember Zion, 
the Ordinances and Preſence of God they had for- 


merly enjoyed there, with earneſt Deſires of again 


partaking of ſuch Ordinances and Privileges. If 
Providence gives Leave for ſtated Attendances on 
publick Worſhip, nothing ſhould render us indif- 


ferent to a making uſe of ſuch Opportunities; and 


if Sickneſs, or any other Means, debars us at any 


Time from publick Ordinances, how ſhould we 
long to be reſtored to them in God's Time! It ar- 


gues a ſad Forgetfulneſs or Neglect of God, when 


Profeſſors can be eaſy in abſenting themſelves from 
the Aſſemblies of his People, or are providentially 


deprived of the Ordinances of God without hung- 
ring and thirſting after them, and an Enjoyment 


of the gracious Preſence of God with them. | 
J. To. remember God, it is mot to be altogether 


> 


forgetful of the Things of the World, and regardleſs 


of our own and others Welfare, but 10 think of God 
in the midſt of our lawful ſecular Employments, and lo 
manage them as under his Eye and in his Fear, Think 
not that when the Word of God calls you to remember 
him, it requires you to diſregard either your ſpiritual 
Intereſts, or your temporal Welfare : He is far from 


| directing you to turn off your Thoughts wholly from 


your ſelves, or any others you are concerned with : 
He does indeed exhort you to labour, not for the Meat 
that periſheth, but for that Meat which endureth to 
everlaſting Life ; not to lay up for your ſelves 
Treaſures on Earth, where Moth and Ruſt do cor- 


rupt, and where Thieves break thro' and ſteal : 


He bids you, Take no Thought for your Life, what 
ye ſhall eat, or what ye ſhall drin; nor yet for your 


Body what ye ſhall put on : He requires them who 


Paal. cxxxvii. 15. + John vi, 27. 
Mat. vi. 19—25. 5 


* 
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have Wives, or Children, to be as tho' they had 
none; and them who weep as tho? they wept not; 
and them who rejoice as tho? they rejoiced not; and 
them who buy as tho? they poſſeſſed not; and them 
who uſe this World as not abuſing it, becauſe the 
Faſhion of this World paſſeth away*. But now theſe 
Exhortations muſt be taken in no Senſe contradic- 
tory to other Parts of the Scripture, and the Dictates 
of ſound Reaſon. We muſt not labour for what 1s 
periſhing only, or with a Neglect of what is ever- 
laſting and equal to all the Neceſſities of the Soul, 
in taking a due Care for which we remember God. 
It muſt not be our chief Concern to be rich in this 
World, but rather to be rich towards God, which 
then we are, when Love to God is our moſt govern- 
ing Principle, and that which we are moſt ſollicitous 
about, is to be reinſtated in his Favour forfeited by 
Sin, and to live in his Preſence and Service for ever. 
The Servants of God are forbidden to give Way to 
perplexing diſtracting Thoughts about what 'may + 
poſſibly, or probably, happen in Times to come . 
They muſt be careful about nothing with a Diſtruſt 
of the Providence and Grace of their God. A Re- 
gard to our temporal Intereſts, and our Concern 
for others muſt be moderated by a juſt and ſupreme 
| Regard to God. We ſhould rather forget all others 
and diſregard our very Lives, than not practically 
remember God, whatever lawful Buſineſs we are 
engaged with, we muſt go on in it with an habi- 
tual Senſe and Awe of God upon our Hearts; and 
we muſt deny our ſelves all ſuch Exerciſes," Diver- 
ſions, Pleaſures, Converſation, which turn of our 
Minds from ſerious Thoughts of Divine Things, or | 
tend' to wear away religious Impreſſions on our * 
Minds by the Word and Providence of God. What- 4 
ever ſome will plead in Favour of Maſquerades, — 
Theatrical Entertainments, the cuſtomary reading of | 
11 Cor. vii. 29, 30, 31. Þ+ Mat. vi. 25=34 _ 
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Plays and Romances, a ſitting whole Hours toge» 3 
ther at Cards and ſuch like intoxicating Paſtimes; 
a due Senſe of God upon the Mind, a juſt Concern 
about our precious Souls, and a due 8 | 
of the Worth of Time, will effectually forbid our 
Love, and conſiderably abate our Reliſh, for ſuch 
enſnaring, and I may ſay, not only wnchriſtian, but 
unmanly and irrational Diverſions. Whatever we 
can't, ſeriouſly pray for God's gracious Preſence 
with us in, and Bleſſing upon, a due remembring 
of God will teach and oblige us to deſiſt from. Mo- 
derate, neceſſary, rational Diverſions, from devout 
Exerciſes and ſecular Buſineſs, Religion is no Enemy 
to; but it teaches us, wholly to abſtain from what 
is evil in itſelf z to be on our Guard againſt an im- 
moderate Uſe of what is in itſelf lawful ; and to 
fear leaſt the moſt neceſſary Concerns of the World, 
(Buſineſs, Recreations, ) ſhould ſteal away our Hearts 
from God, inſenſibly abate our Reliſh for religious 
holy Exerciſes, and /o darken our Evidences for 
Heaven, and prevent our walking with God in the 
cloſe, careful, regular Manner, which a Principle 
of true Love to God rooted i in the Soul, always in- 
clines and diſpoſes for. 
In this Senſe each of us is required to Remember 
aur Creator, the mention of which may lead to the 
Second Head propoſed to be ſpoken to, namely, the 
Ground of the Obligation to this Duty of remembring 
| God. Therefore does the Word of God loudly and 
frequemtly call upon us to remember bim, in the Senſe 
and Way aforementioned, becaufe he is our Creator; 
Which infers, 
1. His being in bimſelf infinitely preater and better 
than all the Creatures. The great Creator of all 


Things muſt be not only prior to, but inconceiv- 


ably more perfect and excellent, in and of himſelf, 
than the greateſt and excellenteſt of the Works of 
his Hands. In him 1s all n. The Crea- 

” ww 
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tures are but Shadows and Appearances of Being in 
Compariſon with him. What is a World of ſuch 
ings as the Creatures are, if compared with the great 
and glorious God ! you are ſenſible there 1s a very 
great Diſproportion between a Worm and an Angel, 
between a Gloworm and the Sun in the Firmament; 
yet there is not ſo great a Diſtance and Diſpropor- 
tion betwixt theſe, as there is between the inſinitely 
glorious God, and the entire Syſtem of Creatures vi- 
ſible and inviſible. Among the Gods there is none like. 
unto thee, O Lord *, neither can the Perfections and 
Works of any, deſerve to be mentioned or compared 
with thine. If God is the Creator of all Things he 
muſt be Eternal; for if he had not been from Eter- 
nity, none of his Creatures could ever have been at 
all; and if he was from all Eternity, he exiſts by 
abſolute Neceſſity of Nature, and is unchangeable, is 
moſt perfect in all Reſpects. If he is the great Au- 
thor of the Being of every Creature that 1, the 
Life of every Creature that lives, and the active 
Powers of every created Agent; we can infer from 
hence, that he 7s, lives, acts in the moſt perfect Man- 
ner poſſible; on which Account, he deſerves the chief 
Place in our Thoughts and Remembrance; to be 
thought of, admired, loved, truſted in, waited on, 
and ſerved rather and more than all others. Not 
to remember God in that Manner, is implicitly to 
call in Queſtion, his peerleſs, boundleſs Perfections 
and Greatneſs, which there can never be any Addi- 
tions to, or Detractions from, becauſe he exiſts, 
lives, acts in an abſolute Independence on all others, 
_ and is in and of himſelf, ſolely, as great and good 
and excellent in all Reſpects as it is poſſible to be; 
who ſhould not think of, admire, praiſe, love, fear, 
truſt in, ſerve this greateſt, beſt, abſolutely perfect 
Being? 9 8 Sn | 1 
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2. If God is our Creator, be is the free Donor of 
all that we have, and *tis impoſſible for us, or any others, 
to be, live, act independently upon him. As we are ra- 
tional Beings, we are his Offspring. He it is who 
teacheth us more than the Beaſts of the Earth, and 


materb us wiſer than the Fowls of Heaven *. In 


him, as well as by him, we live: In him, we 


walk up and down: In him we eat and drink, buy 


and fell, go to and from the Place of public Wor- 


' ſhip : In bim we think and ſpeak, and do all that 


is done by by us. Can there be ſuch a Thing as 
a Creature in any Reſpect independent on God? No. 


A God depending in ſome Reſpects on created Beings, 
and a created Being not, infinitely diſtant from, or, 
in all Reſpects, dependent on the great God, are both 
of them abſolute Impoſſibilities. The infinite God 


might have always lived alone (without making any 


Creatures to live in Dependance on him, or Com- 
munion with him); but *tis not poſſible that he 
ſhould recerve any Thing profitable to himſelf from 
another : The Creatures might, if it ſeemed good in 
his Sight, ceaſe to be; but while they are they muſt 
be in him, and whatever good Things they have, 
they muſt hold them of him, Conſequently, there 
can't be that rational thinking Creature, who having 
received his reaſoning, thinking Powers from God, 


is not obliged to honour him therewith, to think of 


what concerns him, from Choice, and with greater 
Complacency than any Thing elſe. 3 

* 3. If God is our Creator, he is liketiſe our Pre- 
ferver, our foveraign Owner, Lord, and Judge; all 
which Characters and Relations are in clofe Con- 


nexion with this mentioned in the Text. (1.) God, 
gur Creator, is, and muſt be, our Preſerver. His 


Providence maintains us in Being, and upholds our 
Fouls in Life. Of all the Preſervations we at any 
Time experience he is the Author, Look back, my 


* Job xxxy. 10, 11. 
: 1 Friends, 
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Friends, and obſerve, as carefully as you can, what 
God's Dealings have been with you, and for you, 
in this Reſpect. Has not he ſometimes ſnatched 
you out of the Jaws of Death? Have you never 
been recovered from threatning Sickneſs, and re- 
leaſed from torturing acute Pains? Who is it that 
guards your ſleeping Hours, and keeps his Eye upon 
you in the Day Time? Whoſe Care is it that pre- 
ſerves you from Fires, Robbery, contagious Diſ- 
eaſes, and other Calamities that might eaſily over- 
take you, did he ſuffer it, and did not his Provi- 
dence-forbid the Approach of them ? *Tis reaſon- 
able to think that we are favoured with more Pre- 
_ © ſervations, by a kind watchful Providence, than we 
can take a diſtinct Notice of. Our Lives are daily 
and continually in the Hands of God. It has been 
a Queſtion, Whether the Conſervation or Preſervation 
of the Creatures in Being, is not a continued Creation, 
Creatures fetched out of nothing might drop into 
nothing, did not the ſame infinite Power that gave 
Being to them at firſt, preſerve them in Being ever- 
after. 'The Schools ſpeak of the divine Manutenency, 
which is God's holding the entire Creation in his 
Hand, as. it were, leaſt it ſhould fall to Pieces, or 
drop into nothing. God is the great Preſerver of 
Mien, and our ſelves in particular. We are not for- 
gotten by him in the midſt of his innumerable 
Works, but are upheld by his omnipotent Hand, 
and cared for by his indulgent Providence; and 
does this deſerve no Remembrance? With what 
Thoughts of Love and Gratitude ſhould we remem- 
ber our almighty, kind, continual Preſerver ? 
(2.) God, our Creator, is likewiſe our ſoveraign Owner 
and Lord. You have not ſo full a Propriety in your 
Children, Goods, Eſtates, as God has in you, and 
all belonging to you. For his Relation to you is 
nearer than that of Children to their Parents; con» 
ſequently he has a greater Authority over you, than 
WT ” C2 __anf 
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any one Creature can have over another, which you 
would do well oft and ſeriouſly to think of. He 
may diſpoſe of you as he will, and require of you 
what Service he pleaſes. Should you not then in the 
Manner inſiſted on, remember him? (3.) God, our 
Creator, Preſerver, and ſoveraign Lord, is likewiſe 
our final Fudge, To whom can it belong to take 
an Account of the Behaviour of rational moral A- 
ats, and to determine their everlaſting States, aſ- 
— them to eternal Happineſs, or endleſs Mi- 
ſery, but to God himſelf ? Since we are accountable 
to him, and none of our Thoughts, Words and Ways, 
can be hid from his all penetrating View, it muſt 
be our Intereſt and Duty to remember him as he 
has directed us. „ 
4. If God is our Creator, is in his Power, and 
be has an Authority, either to ſave or to dgęſtroy us. 
(1.) He is ab/z to do either; what cannot that God 
do, for or againſt us, who has created the Univerſe, 
than which we cannot conceive of any greater and 
more wonderful Work of Almighty Power ? From 
hence we reaſonably conclude, that he can (and in- 
deed he alone can) either inflit on us the Puniſh- 
ment that our Sins deſerve, or ſave us with the ever- 
laſting Salvation promiſed in the Goſpel. (2.) He 
has an Authority as well as a Power to do either of 
theſe, which the Apoſtle James intimates in ſpeak- 
ing of him as the one Lawgiver able to ſave or to de- 
rey *. He may either fit us for Heaven, or leave 
us to periſh. He is merciful to whom be will be mer- 
ciful, and whom be will be hardens F. Not that we 
aſcribe to God (as ſome heedlefsly or uncharitably 
a charge us) a ſoveraign Authority to condemn or 
puniſh his Creatures, without a Regard to Sin: But 
= when Mankind are fallen into Sin and Miſery, he 
may and will (whoever. gainſay it) forgive or condemn 
bon be pleaſes : He may and will give Grace to 
ER! i „ Jam. iy. 28. f Rom. bx. 18. 
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ſome, while *tis denied to others. Among Hearers 
in the ſame Place, does he not by his renewing 
Grace lay hold on the Hearts of ſome, while others 
are left to continue ſtubborn, hard-hearted Sinners 

to their final Perdition ? If we this Day refuſe to 
hearken to the Calls of his Words, he might in- 
ſtantly ſtrike us dead, and caſt us into Hell with the 
Wicked that forget God“; a Senſe of which ſhould 
make us fear before him, and concerned not to con- 
tinue provoking the hot Diſpleaſure of this — 
Soveraign, who can and may not only ſmite and ki 
our Bodies, but deſtroy both Soul and Body in Hell T. 
5. If God is our Creator, either we muſt periſh for 
ever, or we muſt be infinitely bebolden to him for our 
Salvation and final Bleſſedneſs. We are no more able 
to ſave our ſelves, than we were at firſt to make 
- our ſelves. The Principles of Love and Obedience 
which diſtinguiſh true Chriſtians from others ; their 
preſent Title to Heaven and good Hopes of it ; all 
theſe are the free Gifts of God, who if he gives Grace 
nom will give Glory hereafter. Are you able to pre- 
ſerve your ſelves from contagious Diſtempers, if 
converſant in the Places where they have long raged? 
Are you able to deliver your ſelves from Death? 
no more able are you to ſave your ſelves from the 
Wrath to come, and form your own Souls fit for 
Heaven. God the Creator is, and will be acknow- - 
ledged as, the only Saviour f. The whole Salvation of i 
a Sinner is of free rich diſtinguiſhing Grace. Eter- 1 
nal Life, as comprehenſive of all Bleſſings in it, es 
the Gift of God thr Feſus Chrift our Lord l. If you 
are ſaved from Sin and the Miſery to which it tends, _. 
you are ſaved by Grace thro* Faith, and that not o | | 
your ſelves, it is the Gift of God: not of Works, leaſt 0 
any Man ſhould boaſt : For we are his Workmanſhip px 
created in Chriſt Feſus, or by Virtue of our near 
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Relation to him, antio good Works, which God bas 
fore-ordained that we fhould walk in them*. All this 
muſt be for ever acknowledged with the utmoſt 
Thankfulneſs by every ſaved Sou. 

On all theſe Accounts we are obliged and called 
upon to remember our Creator. If he is in himſelf 
infinitely greater and better than any of the Crea- 
tures; if whatever Good we have is from him, and 
we can't live or act but in a State of Dependance on 
him; if he is our daily Preſerver, our ſoveraign 
Owner, Lord, and Judge; if he can or may either 
fave us or deſtroy us; if we muſt either ſuffer the 
_endleſs Puniſhment due to Sin, or be eternally and 
unſpeakably beholden to his Grace, his Son, his Spirit; 
are we not indiſpenſibly obliged and moſt reaſon- 
ably exhorted to remember him in the Senſe afore- 
mentioned? Which, together with the Knowledge of 

God, includes frequent ſerious Thoughts of him, 
an ingenuous Concern for our many Sins againſt him, 
a truſting in him and waiting for his Salvation, a 
being truly thankful for his manifold Mercies, a 
paying him the publick and private Acknowledg- 
ments, that muſt be due-to ſuch an one as he is, an 
engaging in our lawful ſecular Concerns with an ha- 
bitual Senſe and Awe of God upon our Minds, and, 
in one Word, all thoſe practical Regards that he 
deſerves and demands from us his Creatures. | 
I would not paſs off from this Head without ob- 
ſerving two Things further, as needful to a right un- 
derſtanding of the Advice given in the Text. 

1. The original Word that we render Creator, in 
the Text, is in the plural Number: In the Original 


* . 
8 


i is, remember thy Creators, which plural Way of 
ſpeaking is uſed elſewhere, and intimates to us, a 
1 SON "> of _—_ - . . - a — ; 

_ Diſtinction. ſomewhat like that of Perſons in the one 


living and true God. Moſes in his Account of the 
Creation of Man brings in God, ſaying, Let us make 


Man, in our own Image after our Likeneſs}. Again, 


-*  ® Epheſ. ii. 8, 9, 10. f Geneſ. j. 25. upon 
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upon the Fall of our firſt Parents the Lord God ſaid, 
Behold the Man is become as one of us *. For where 
is God my Mater? In Job r, the Original has, where 
is God my Makers ? To ſignify the divine eſſential 
Unity, and real DiftiniFion of God the Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghoſt, who are repreſented in the Scripture, 
as the one true God, as, notwithſtanding, in ſome di- 
vine Senſe (of which we have no clear exact Ideas) 
really diſtinff from each other, and as co-working in 
the Creation of Man, in the Salvation of Sinners, 
and in all Divine Works relating to the Creature. 
God the Father, as working in an ineffable Way by 
his Word and Holy Spirit, or God the Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit, is that Gad our Creator who we are 
commanded to remember, e 
2. Tis one Thing to remember him who is our 
Creator, and another Thing to remember him only as 
ſuch ; now it is the former and not the latter that 
the Text exhorts to. Since he who is the Maker 
of all Things, is likewiſe the Saviour of Sinners and 
the SanZiifer of God's People, as well as the great 
Preſerver, ſupreme Governor, and righteous Judge 
of the World ; it muſt concern us to eye and regard 
him in all theſe Reſpects. Let God the Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit, as the Creator, Preſerver and Go- 
yernor of all the Creatures, and as the Saviour and 
Sanctifier of Souls, be ſeriouſly thought of, and 
duly regarded by each of us, according to the Ac- 
count before given of the remembring of God, ſpoken 
of in the Text, remember now thy Creator, and that 
in the Days of thy Youth. Let me proceed therefore, 
IIIdly, To ſhow the Neceſſity of every young 
Perſon's engaging in this Duty bet1mes, without Delay. 
The Wiſe Man does not ſay, I adviſe you to think 


ſeriouſly of God and Divine Things at ſome Time | 


or other before you die; or, when you have gone 
on ſome few Years longer in carnal Pleaſures, or in 
| _ * Genel. iii. 23. 5 + Job xxxv. 10. 
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an eager Purfuit of the Profits of the World, or in 
= Gratification of your Appetites and Faſſions, ben 
I would have you to retreat from your vain ſinful 
Courſes, and ſet your ſelves to remember God, your 
Concern with him, and Duty to him: But the Ad- 
vice that he gives to every one is to remember God, 
noto, in the Days of his Youth, As under the Law 
the firſt Fruits were dedicated to God, and green 
Ears of Corn were to be offered to him, ſo every 
one is concerned to begin to ſeek God early, to ſeek 
Irſt, before all Things and above all Things, tbe | 
Kingdom of God and his Righteouſneſs * ; to dedicate 
the Prime of his Years, the Vigour of his Faculties, 
and the Flower of his Strength to God; what can 
be reaſonably objected to this? As ſoon as we be- 
come capable of knowing God, or of hearing his 
Word with any Underſtanding, it muſt be our Duty 
to hearken to the Calls of his Word and remember 


bim. Not to repeat what has been offered in Proof 


of this lately, I would now urge the ſeveral Argu- 
ments already hinted at. Since God our Creator is 
in himſelf, the firſt, and greateſt and beſt Being, he 
muſt deſerve to be thought of and hearkned to by 
young Perſons :* Since whatever ſuch have, they re- 
ceive it from him, and he is the Preſerver, ſove- 
raign Owner, Lord, and Judge, of the young as well 
| as elder Perſons ; he muſt have a Right to be loved, 
Feared, truſted in, and ſerved, by the one as well as 
by the other : Since, O young Perſon, he is able to 
ſave thee or deſtroy thee, and has a Right to do 
either, (from whence it follows, that thou while 

oung art liable to die and go to Hell, as well as 
elder Perſons) does it not therefore concern thee 


even now, to think ſeriouſly about a Return to God ? 


Since thou muſt either periſh eternally, or be be- 
holden to a gracious. God for thy Recovery and Sal- 


vation 5 will not thy Neglects of him be greatly 
Matt. vi. 23. 


incxcuſable # 
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inexcuſable ? Either thou art a Sinner and fallen Crea- 
ture, or thou art not. If thou waſt not ſuch an one, 
the Word of God would not have beſpoke thy Re- 
turn to him, and ſerious Remembrance of him; which 
Exhortations evidently imply thy: Fall from God by 
Sin, and thy Proneneſs to forget him Days without 
Number, and to go on in thy finfyl Neglects of him 
to thy own utter and everlaſting Undoing. If thou 
art not a fallen guilty Creature, from whence are thy 
Liableneſs to Death and thy Dread of it? Theſe are 

natural to thee as a Child of apoſtate Adam, becauſe 
Sin is natural to thee. As it is the Nature of a Lion 
to be fierce, and a Sine to delight in Filth, ſo it 


is thy Nature to forget and neglect God and thy Duty; 


for which Reaſon his Word calls to thee, and in- 
vites thee to remember him whom thou haſt too much 
forgotten already, and return to him whom thou haſt 
ungratefully forſaken, and inclineſt to go on forſax- 
ing; unleſs together with the inviting exhorting 

Word he is pleaſed to work powerfully on thy Heart, 
to make thee willing and obedient. But waving 
many Things that might offer themſelves, towards 
demonſtrating the Reaſonableneſs and Neceſlity of 
young Perſons immediately complying with the Ex- 
hortation of the Text, as it has been explained: 1 
inſiſt only on theſe two, as what the latter Part of 
the Text, with what follows, particularly lead our 

Thoughts to; namely, that this is the beſt Method 


wie can take to provide againſt Old Age, and the 8 


beſt Method we can take to get ready for Death. 

1. This remembring of Cod exhorted to, is the beſt 
| Means of providing againſt Old Age, of which the 
Wiſe Man ſpeaks in the. latter Part of the Text ; 
While the evil Days come not, nar the Years draw nigh, 
when thou ſhalt ſay, I have no Pleaſure in them what 
are the evil Days ſpoken. of but that Time of old 
Age, which other Writers beſides thoſe of the Scrip- 
ture have called Mala Alas, an evil Age, and the 


or of human Life 3 Age is ſo deſcribed, 
not 
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not for the Sins which many aged Perſons are guilty 
of, but for the various Troubles and Inconveniencies 
it uſually comes attended with. After the Spring 
and Summer of Youth and perfect Manhood, comes the 

Winter of Old Age, in which every Thing of Nature 
_ decays, and Life becomes much more unpleaſant and 
_- uncomfortable than before. Now the remembring 

of God while we are young, it tends to the laying 
in a good Stock of divine Knowledge and Chriſtian 

Experiences, which in Caſe of our living to be old, 

may ſupport us under all the Burdens of decaying 
Nature. A Remembrance of paſt Communion 
with God, a confirmed Senfe of his Love, and a 
good Hope thro* Grace now for ſeveral Years enjoyed, 
muſt be a very conſiderable Alleviation of the Evils 
of this laſt Time of Life, and a very great Support 
-under the Decays of Underſtanding, Memory, Sight, 
Hearing, Strength, and the other various Diſorders 
and Inconveniences that ſome aged Perſons have 
Cauſe enough to complain of; while others, it may 
be, thro* the natural Peeviſhneſs of their Tempers 
not duly corrected by ſerious Reflection and Divine 

Grace, are more in complaining than is juſt or de- 

cent; which the Text may intimate, when having 
deſcribed Old Age as indeed confiſting of evil or 

_ troubleſome Days, it brings in an old Perſon, as ſay- 
ing, in a fretful, moroſe, diſcontented Way, 1-have 

uo Pleaſure in theſe Days of mine. But if Diſcontent 

and a fretful Spirit, are Evils that the Infirmities and 

Diſorders of old Age are too apt to bring along with 

them, nay to increaſe; will not the Grace of God, 

and a long Experience of the ſolid Pleaſures of Re- 
ligion, tend to check theſe mortal Infirmities in the 

Aged, and ſo render their Condition more tolerable 

and comfortable than otherwiſe it would be? What 


the Infirmities and Troubles of old Age are, the Wiſe 


Man elegantly deſcribes in ver. 2, 3, 4, 5, 6. f 
*which take ſome ſhort. Hints of Explication. While 

"the Sun, or the Light, or the Moon, or the Stars be 
VAI | | %%% ot 


not darkned, this refers either to the Dimſightedneſs 
of aged Perſons, or rather to their loſing that Guſt 


and Reliſh, which they formerly had, of the Delights 
and Comforts of the World; zor the Clouds return 
after the Rain; in old Age one Trouble and Dil- 
order comes upon another, this is oftentimes the 

Caſe, more remarkably than in Youth, and perfect 
Manhood: In the Day when the Keepers of the Houſe 
ſhall tremble, the Houſe ſpoken of is the Body, elſe- 
where called an Houſe of Clay *, and deſcribed as the 
Habitation of the Soul, by Reaſon of the very near 


Relation of theſe two, and their ſpecial Concern 


with each other, ſo far as their entirely different 
Natures can admit of; the Keepers of this Houſe of 


Clay are the Arms and Hands, which in antient Per- 
ſons grow feeble and can't exert themſeves as for- 


merly. Aud the ſtrong Men ſhall bow themſelves, i. e. 


the Back and Shoulders now ſtoop, or the Legs which 
ſupport the Body, theſe bow under it as ſcarce able 
to perform the Office Nature has deſign'd them for; 


and the Grinders ceaſe becauſe they are few, moſt of 
the great Teeth being loſt, ſo that old Perſons grind 


or chew their Food ſlowly, and not without the 
Labour and Difficulty which once they had no Ex- 


perience of; and thoſe that look out of the Windows be 


darkned, the Eyes of aged Perſons are dim and ob- 
ſcure if they can ſee at all; total Blindneſs as well 


as Dimſightedneſs, being a frequent Attendant of 


old Age. And the Doors ſhall be ſhut in the Streets, 
the Doors of the Houſe of Clay ſpoken of, are the 
_ two Lips which ſtand outward and are kept ſhut by 


old Perſons, in Compariſon of what they uſed to be 


formerly, i. e. they are ſeldom opened for eating or 
talking ; when the Sound of the Grinding is Iow, this 
may relate to the Deafneſs of old Perſons, which oft 
is ſuch, that the Sound of the grinding or chewing 
of their Food is not heard by them. And he fhall riſe 
up at the Voice of the Bird, be diſturbed and hindred 
from Reſt by every little Noiſe, if he can hear, and 
ob iv. 19. 88 * 1 5 at 
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28 The beſt Way to provide againſt Old Age, 
all the Daughters of Mujick ſhall be brought low, i. e. 
ſay ſome, the Lungs and other Organs of Vocal Mu- 
fick ſhall grow weak; others by the Daughters of 
Muſick, underſtand the Ears which are not ſo delight- 
ed with Singing and Inſirumental Mufick as they once 
were, as good old Bargillai obſerved concerning him- 
ſelf; * I am this Day fourſecre Years old, and can I 
diſcern between good and evil? Can thy Servant taſte 
what I eat or what I drink ? Can ] bear any more the 
Voice of Singing-Men and Singing-Women? others think 
that as Sons of Men and Daughters of Me are in the 
Scripture Stile put for Men and Women; ſo Daughters 
of Muſick may here ſignify (agreeably to the Hebrew 
Stile, imitated by the Greeks and Romans) Vocal and 
Inſtrumental Mufick, which grate upon the Ears of ſome 
very aged Perſons, and aftord nothing of the Delight 
to them, which they uſually do to Youth. Alſo wher 
they ſpall be afraid of that which is high, afraid of going 
up any ſteep or high Place, and Fears ſhall be in the 


Way, Fears of ſtumbling and falling down ſo as to 


hurt themſelves, and the Aimond-Tree fhall flouriſh, i. e. 
(ſays one, the learned Rævanellus) the flouriſhing A.- 
mond-Tree, which others look upon with Pleaſure, 
the old Man regards not; or, as others rather under- 
ſtand it, the Head of an old Perſon is grown white 
like the Bloſſoms of an Almond-Tree, and the Graſ- 
bopper ſhall be a Burden, any little Thing, the lighteſt 
Weight, is a Burden, or troubleſome to infirm aged 
Perſons; and Defire ſhall fail, the Appetite to eating 
and drinking, the Inclination to former Pleaſures, 
theſe fail; becauſe Man goeth to his long Home, to the 
dark and filent Grave, where his Body muſt reſt till 
Chriſt ſhall come to reſtore it to Life, and the Mour- 
ners go about the Streets: Or ever the filver Cord be 
locſed, &c. i.e. (ſays the learned Man aforementioned) 
the ſilver and golden Ornaments which young Perſons 
are much taken with, are diſdained and loathed by 


te Aged; or the Pitcher, &c. (omitting all other 


er given of this very difficult Paſſage) 
{2 '* 2 Sam. xix. 35. not 
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not only the Ornaments of Gold and Silver which 
others admire, but the common Conveniencies of Life 
are become taſteleſs and diſagreeable to ſome very 
aged Perſons, who live till they become weary of 
Tife it ſelf, pnd till they are a Trouble both to them 
ſelves and All about them, to whom once they were 
agreeable and entertaining; of which our deceaſed 
Friend was, for ſome Time before his Departure, 
a notable Inſtance, verifying remarkably the old trite 
Remark, bis Pueri Senes, old Men twice Children. 
But *tis the ſingular Happineſs of aged Chriſtians, 
that tho* their Underſtanding, and Memory, and 
Sight, and Hearing, and other natural and acquired 
Abilities fail ; and they grow burdenſome to all ; and 


weary of living in the World ; their Intereſt in God 


ſhall not fail: He will not caſt them away in old Age, 
or forſake them when their Strength faileth : When 
Creature-Comforts die, and Fleſh and Heart fail, God 


will be their Supporter under all preſent Infirmities, 


keep their Hearts cloſe to himſelf under all the Temp- 
tations of old Age, and be their everlaſting Portion 
hereafter. *Tis your Wiſdom then to provide againſt 
all the Troubles old Age may bring along with it, 
by ſeriouſly and practically remembring God in the 
Days of your Youth : Which, 

2. Is likewiſe the beſs Method Hou can take to get 
ready for Death. Since Death is unavoidable, and 
oftentimes overtakes Perſons when they leaſt expect 


it, and *tis no ſuch eaſy Matter to get ready for it as 


ſome imagine, you ſhould think it your Duty and In- 
tereſt to begin inſtantly the great Work of preparing for 


it, by ſeriouſly conſidering what God is, what your 


Concern with him is, what your Sins againſt him 
have been, how much you ſtand in Need of his For- 
giveneſs and renewing Grace, and how much it be- 


comes you on all Accounts to return to him. The 


Duſt will e er long return to the Earth as it was; and 
the immortal Spirit fhall return to God who gave it. 
Af ter Death comes Fudgment, for God will bring every 
N Lal XU. 7» Wor * 


30. The beſt Way to provide againſt Old Age, 
Work into Judgment, with every ſecret Thing, whether 
it be good or whether it be evil . Then are you fit 
for Death and Judgment, when your Sins are par- - 

doned, your Soul renewed, and a good Hope thro? 

Grace attained. But I would not conclude without 

_ a diſtin Application to the Elder and Younger among 
you, particularly the Relations of the Deceaſed. 

1. Let all, of each Sort, take ſome Pains to pet a 

clear and full Underſtanding of the Matter of the Exhor- 

tation of the Text, When the Word exhorts you to 
remember God, you ſhould deſire and endeayour clearly 

to underſtand what this remembring God is. (Here 
let the Reader pleaſe to look back to, and ſeriouſly con- 
Ader the foregoing Account.) If you find any Thing in 
Sermons or good Books that is obſcure to you, you 
would do well, by Prayer, Conſideration, and Enquiry, 

to endeavour to become ſufficiently informed about it. 

22. Let both elder and younger Perſons examine whe- 

Ih ber the Grace of God has taught them to remember him 
as directed, what Knowledge have you gained of the 

Things of God ? Can you, and do you, entertain fre- 
quent ſerious Thoughts of him? Do you con- 

. fider your Fall from him by Sin, with an ingenuous 
Concern to return to him, ſerve him acceptably, and 
ſecure an Intereſt in his ſaving Love? Pleaſe to think 

over each of the Particulars aforementioned, as to the 
remembring of God required inthe Text, and ſeriouſly, 

3 cloſely, impartially examine thy ſelf according to them. 
3. Pray earneſtly to God for Grace to remember him. 

Turn the Exhortation of the Text into Petitions to 
the gracious God who here calls to you. As he ſays 
to each of you, Remember me, ſo do thou ſay to him, 

O Lord, teach me, and give me Grace to remember 
thee in a due Manner. The Word of God abounds 
with both Precepts and Promiſes, ſome of them have 
been proclaimed in your Hearing this Day. The 
Precepts teach you, what you muſt do; the Promiſes, 
teach you what a gracious God muſt do for you, to 
fit 0 for Duty and prepare you for Blefſedneſs. It 
* Ecclef, xii. 4. an? 


N 1 20 to prepare for Death. 2448: - 
hey who call themſelves Miniſters of Chriſt pu bliſh 


either of theſe with a ſtated Omiſſion of ng other, 


they are ſo far unſkilful, or unfaithful. Do you at- 
tend to and remember both : And let every one be 
ſo good to himſelf as to chuſe attending only on the 
| Maiſtry of ſuch as are careful to publiſh both, without 
thinking himſelf concerned to give any Countenance 

to thoſe, "whoſe Lives and Behaviour teſtify, that what- 


ever they preach to others, they deliver it without 


any juſt Regard to their own Salvation, or that of 
their People, whom they are indeed for preying upon 
to the utmoſt of their Power, but are not as zealous 
to do the Work as to ſecure the Wages. Attend 
ſeriouſly, and with frequent Prayers for the Succeſs 
of the Word, on their Miniſtry who appear zealouſly 
concerned to do good, and qualified to teach others 
by being taught of the Lord themſelves. When ſuch 
ſpeak to you in the Name of their great Lord, hear 
them with Attention, beg of God Grace to comply 
with the Calls of the Word publiſhed by them; and 
with Prayers, according to the Promiſes of God; join 
earneſt humble Endeavours. By conſidering what this 
remembring of God is, and thinking over the Argu- 
ments that demonſtrate your Obli igations thereto, 
endeavour to ſtir up, and perſwade yourſelves ly 
to remember God. | 
4. Tf you have been perfwaded to remember God, vs 
hs , affectionately, and practically, your State is happy. 
already, and, will at length be much more fo. Fox, 
(1.) Whoever remembers' God now in the Manner 
mentioned, God has thought of them with Thoughts 
of free, diſtinguiſhing, and unchangeable Love from 
before the Foundations of this World were laid. (2.) 
He has already, in Token of remembring his ever- 
laſting Purpoſe and koly Covenant, raiſed up an Horn 
of Salvation for them, ſent a faitablte, ſufficient Perſon 
into the World to purchaſe Pardon, Peace, and Salva- 
tion for them, by his own Obedience to the Death in 
their Stead, (3 , This e ang now "OY Sa- 
viour 
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32 The beſt Way to provide againſt Old Are, &c. 


viour thinks of them with Compaſſion and Concern 


at the right Hand of God the Father in the Heavens. 
(A.) He will never forget, or caſt them off. He will 


remember them in Times of Trouble; in their dy ing 


Moments; and will in a moſt ſolemn engaging Man- 
ner teſtify his kind Remembrance of them at the great 
Day. The neareſt and deareſt earthly Friends may for- 
get or become indifferent to each other. Such if they 
hold out loving, muſt however be torn aſunder by Death. 
But neither Death, nor any Thing elſe can either make 


Chriſt forget his, or induce them to forget him. For, 


Laſtly, If you now remember God your Creator and 
Redeemer, in the Manner directed to, you ſhall with 


much greater Affection, Admiration, and Foy, remember 


bim, hereafter. Can Saints departed ever forget him, 
Who made, redeemed, and ſaved them? No. Their 
Knowledge of him, Love to him, and Joy in him, 
ſhall rather grow than decreaſe throughout endleſs Ages. 
Many and grievous may be the Afflictions of the 


Righteous while here; but theſe will not either induce 
[Chriſt to forget them,.or them to forget bim. Whereas 


Fome of you have lately loſt an Huſband, Father, 
Brother, Friend, if you get ſafe to Heaven, and meet 
him there, you will again know.one another, and that 


' Getter than ever; you will never forget one another in 

the heavenly World; to be ſure then, you will never 
Dee able to forget God your Creator, Redeemer, and 

Sanctifier. If the Servants of Chriſt may now triumph 


Haying, V bo ſhall ſeparate us from the Love of Chrift, 


Pall Perſecution, &c. In all theſe Things we are more 


than Conquerors thro' him that loved us; we may be ſure 


chat when got ſafe thro? this preſent enſnaring dange- 


rous World, they can never be in the leaſt Danger, of 


5 -lofing an Intereſt in the ſpecial Love of Chriſt, or 


iof becoming indifferent towards him whom no it is 
their greateſt Deſire to think of more, and love much 


better than they do; and whom they deſire and hope 


F 12 7 ; 
to live with for ever. EC 
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